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Panel of Judges to Review State’s Redistricting

By THOMAS KAPLAN

February 14, 2012, 5:45 pm

ALBANY – A federal judge on Tuesday named a panel to consider whether to take New York State’s redistricting process out of the hands of lawmakers and appoint a special master to remake the state’s political map.

The action by Dennis G. Jacobs, the chief judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, is the latest twist in the slowly evolving effort by New York to redraw its Assembly, Senate and Congressional districts, as required by law, to reflect population shifts identified by the 2010 Census. 

The Legislature has proposed new maps for the Assembly and Senate districts, but those maps have been widely criticized by government watchdog groups, and Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has vowed to veto them. The Legislature has not yet proposed new maps of Congressional districts, even though another federal judge has ordered the state to hold a Congressional primary in late June. 

Judge Jacobs on Tuesday issued a one-sentence order appointing the three-judge panel in response to a request lodged the day before by a Brooklyn-based Federal District Court judge, Dora L. Irizarry. Judge Irizarry is overseeing a lawsuit filed by civic leaders seeking court intervention.

Mr. Cuomo, addressing the redistricting issue at a news conference on Tuesday, had long predicted that the courts would get involved. “This is not the first time we’ve been to this dance,” he said.

“This is primarily up to the Legislature,” Mr. Cuomo added. “They are in charge of their own destiny here, and they will make decisions and weigh their options. But am I surprised the courts have stepped in? No, not at all.”

The Senate majority leader, Dean G. Skelos, a Long Island Republican, brushed off Judge Irizarry’s concerns during a radio interview. 

“This is a normal part of the process when a lawsuit is commenced,” Mr. Skelos said on “The Capitol Pressroom.”

Judge Jacobs named two circuit court judges, Reena Raggi and Gerard E. Lynch, to serve alongside Judge Irizarry on the panel, which will now review the state’s redistricting process and consider whether to appoint a special master to oversee it.
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